Development of a model longitudinal data base to measure outcomes and quality of care among persons with AIDS.
Not only are advances being made in delaying the virulent course of human immunodeficiency virus (HIV), but preventive measures are now available to eliminate or delay opportunistic infections related to HIV. Changes in the treatment of HIV-related diseases have shifted the focus from inpatient to community care. However, questions exist whether these gains in treatment outcomes will be available to all persons with HIV infection and whether uniform standards of care will be established and maintained among health care providers. In Maryland, and automated AIDS information system, HIVIS, consisting of administrative data bases and medical records systems, is used to measure health and social services costs and utilization and to assess their accessibility, quality and effectiveness. Since these data bases are available in other states, HIVIS serves as a model which may be implemented elsewhere for AIDS and other diseases.